
ERB/CTP5 Usage





Word Meaning  
The student will be able to:  
• Understand the meaning of a word in the context of a sentence and identify the 

correct definition.  

• Understand the meaning of a word in the context of a sentence and identify a 
synonym for that word.  

• Understand the meaning of a word in the context of a sentence and identify an 
antonym of that word. 

Usage  
The student will be able to apply rules of English diction and grammar. Specific rules 
tested include:  
• Correct pronoun use, including pronoun-antecedent agreement.  

• Correct verb form and tense, including subject-verb agreement and parallelism.  

• Rules of correct and effective expression at the sentence level, including proper 
modification.  

• Rules of diction within the context of a sentence. Levels 4-6 Sample Question 19  

• Rules of sentence boundaries, including avoiding run-ons and fragments. Levels 
4-6 Sample Question 20 

Sample Question 19: Choose the word that best completes the sentence.  
The children were eating lunch in their backyard it began to rain.  
(A) so  
(B) because  
(C) soon  
(D) when  
Content Category: Usage / Diction  
This question asks students to chose the word that correctly and grammatically 
establishes the most likely relationship between the two clauses, “The children were 
eating lunch in their backyard”and “it began to rain.” Options (A) and (B) present 
relationships that don’t make sense, while option (C) creates a run-on sentence. Only 
(D) presents a relationship that both makes sense and creates a grammatically correct 
expression: The children were eating lunch in the yard when it began to rain.  
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